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/ wandered southward through Europe.
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isorder the priceless plunder of the most luxurlhasever known. Golden crowns, sceptres, neckleand paterae were heaped on the great Goth's

gold when they wished to do honor to their king.
Is of Roman and Greek golden coins upon the
:he world has probably never seen again,
.s chained down to the river bed the 25,000 slaves

Ing. The dam was broken down and the river
the wretched slaves. This awful slaughter was

no one should be left to betray the resting place

abltants of the city of Consentia, who had, of
n they resumed their adventurous and wandering
markable grave of which we have any record,
sigoths, who was thus laid to rest, Is one of the
ans In history.
pture Rome. He fell upon the masters of the
orruption and inconceivable luxury.
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They originally came from Scandinavia, and
Physically they were splendid men, huge limbed
yellow hair. In a rough and tumble fight one

been hammering at the frontiers of the Empire.
Is In Thrace, under the Emperor,
o great families, the Baltfllngs and the Amallngs.
twenty he had rendered valuable services to the
Seated all her allies then. He raised a rebellion

arched through Macedonia and Thessaly, and enofThermopylae. The suocegsor of Leonidas and
H££lc. The guojds the. |^3s fled without etrik:dthrough Phocaea*and Boeotia, burning villages
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walls of Athens. The Athenians, who were £
addicted to commerce and literature rather £
than to war, did not fight. They offered an o

enormous ransom and invited the Goths to ?
a banquet. Alarlc accepted the money and £
the banquet. Then he plundered Corinth, Ar- o

gos, Sparta, Megara and other cities of £
Greece. t

Arcadlu»s, the Emperor of the East, h
bought off Alarlc by making him Governor 9
of Eastern Illyricum, which meant nearly f
all the European portion of the Eastern J
Empire. He used this command chiefly to b
obtain arms and armor for his own men f
and to teach them Roman military science. t
In the year 400 he entered Italy while t

Stlllcho, the Vandal, the great general of f
the Roman Emperor Honorlus, was In J
Gaul. He ravaged undisturbed until *

Stllicho returned suddenly and defeated J
him. The wife of Alanc w«,s taken prls- $
oner. Claudlan in a fine poem tells how j
r.lie was nrenarlnor to decorate herself with i
the spoils of the Roman matrons when this i

unpleasant event occurred.
Alarlc retired from Italy for some years. }

He returned In tremendous force. Treach- j
erous treatment of Gothic soldiers In the j
pay of the Roman Emperor gave him a pre- >

text. |
Alarlc first besieged Rome In 408 A. D. j

The Emperor Honorlus, who was a fool and \
a coward, lied to Ravenna. He ordered the j
Romans not to surrender. Alarlc proceeded !
to starve them. <

The Romans sent messengers to Alarlc j
to point out that they weye many thousands j
more than the Goths.
"The thicker the hay," he cried, "the j

more easily It Is mown."
I-Ie then dictated his terms: "All your |

gold, all your silver, the best of the mova- \
bles within your walls, all your slaves of ;

foreign birth." j
"What, then, will you leave us?" asked

the dismayed ambassadors.
"Your lives," was the stern reply. i
A second embassy was at once sent to beg )

for milder terms. Alarlc at last con- !
sented to receive 5,000 pounds of gold, J
80,000 pounds of silver, 4,000 silken robes, j
8,000 pieces of scarlet cloth, and 3,000 J
pounds of pepper. The people stripped the i
roofs of the temples and melted down the \
statues of the gods and emperors to obtain ;
the gold and silver that was wanted, and at !
last Alarlc drew off his men. Ills army had j
been swelled by the accession of nearly
forty thousand liberated slaves, and he now j
commanded over one hundred thousand war- I

It may seem strange that with so great
an army he did not at once make himself j
master of Italy. But his arm was still
stayed by lingering reverence for the maj- j
esty of Rome. His ambition was not to be
her enemy, but, like Stillcho, to be a great
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j$ scarp and make a map of the conflguratlo
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